Synergy: Facets of Research in Open Learning

was inaugurated on 26 August, 1982 as the first full-fledged Open
University of the country.

The 'population' of Open University has been increasing slowly
but steadily. As of today there are seven open universities including
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University - one in the South India and others
in North India. Of the seven Open Universities, four are functional
universities and others have yet to 'take- off. It is learnt that the
Governments of Tamilnadu and Karnataka have started efforts to join
the family of Open Universities. With these 'newcomers' the number
of family members of this emerging system of education would increase
to nine. But, by any estimate, the growth rate is not encouraging. Let
us leave it there.

The slow and steady growth of Open Universities has created
some problems of management and public policy, vis-v-vis the schools
of correspondence courses. We turn our attention to them.

Correspondence courses,GuideIines: Before the first fullfledged
Open University was inaugurated, there were hardly three schools of
correspondence courses in Andhra Pradesh. Now, more or less, every
conventional university has a school of correspondence course as its
'appendage5. According to the UGC Guidelines for correspondence
Education :

a)     Ordinarily correspondence courses at the under-graduatc level
should be introduced for only one University in a state exccpl
when a University proposes to introduce Correspondence courses
in a new faculty at the under-graduate level or when the University
already offering correspondence courses reaches the optimum size
of enrolment, namely, 10,000 or for other valid reasons;

b)     high priority should be given to the setting up of study centres in
areas where there is a concentration of students;

c)     the provision of contact-programmes should be an essential feature
of correspondence course programmes in order that the students
may have an opportunity to have the benefit of active contact with
teachers through lectures, seminars and other forms of discussion;
State of Correspondence Schools:Correspondence Education was

started in India originally with a view to meet the demand for higher
education and also to ease the pressure on the formal system of education
in accordance with the UGC Guidelines. But, according to G.Ram
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